Renal vascular abnormalities in Bardet-Biedl syndrome.
Bardet-Biedl syndrome (BBS) is a rare autosomal recessive disorder. Specific diagnostic criteria for BBS have now been defined. At least four of the five cardinal signs of mental retardation, obesity, hypogenitalism in men, distal limb anomalies, and progressive tapetoretinal degeneration of the retina are required for the diagnosis. Renal involvement has been described as a sixth cardinal feature. Chronic renal failure occurs in 30%-60% of patients. Hypertension has been noted in 50%-66% of cases. Renal abnormalities reflect a defect in maturation of the kidneys. We present a patient with BBS who had bilateral microaneurysms and occlusions in renal arterioles.